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enormous loss not only to the German nation but to the world in
general.

Now that the Landtag had been dissolved, the political storms
of the years 1830 and 1831 appeared to calm down. The King
wished to relax. He was hurt that Lady Ellenborough, like so
many other beauties, accepted the attentions of others. His long-
ing for Italy returned, that magic land where love and art had so
often made for him a heaven upon earth. He wished to take the
baths at Ischia, and inquired if Mariannina would go there too. But
she, who had heard many rumours from Munich, declined1: 'My
health forbids it and besides I fear to bore you, for you no longer
feel the same pleasure in my society as you did when your affection
was so great. I fear that I no longer possess your love exclusively/
On 4th April the King left for Italy. On his way through Perugia
he visited the Florenzi family: 'I have never found the Marchese
and his wife on better terms/2 Ludwig did not stay with them
long, but went on to Naples and Ischia after a short visit.

The beautiful Lady Ellenborough, who had remained in Munich,
was, however, a little jealous, and in Perugia the King received a
note from her: 'I merely wished to show you you are still loved
and are never to be forgotten by your lanthe, who will always be the
same to you. You are now at Perugia. Do not forget me!'3 Ludwig
reassured her somewhat, but Mariannina's proximity had rather
dimmed the picture of the beautiful, faithless Lady Ellenborough.
The King assured the Marchesa afresh that he loved her with the
love of former days, and this filled Mariannina with great joy.

During his leisure at Ischia Ludwig was busy with a new
draft of his will. Ample provision was made for Karoline
Auguste, Empress of Austria, 'who loves me most of all my
brothers and sisters/ The Villa Giardino di Malta I give
to my son Luitpold/ it was written, 'who, up to the present,
has given me nothing but pleasure, but, as long as she lives,
the Marchesa Florenzi, who has had a beneficent influence
on my life, is to enjoy the fruits thereof/4 Mariannina was not
forgotten, but Ludwig also wrote to the beautiful Englishwoman
from whom in reality he had fled. lanthe had been 'much pleased'
to receive a letter from Perugia and to learn that 'the sight of
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